THE LETTERS  OF  KINO  HENRY  VIH

being here absent from you, prescribe unto you so certain an
order for your proceedings, but that you shall, percase, having
the things treated of before you, and in the experience in your
eye, perceive necessary cause of alteration; so we desire and pray
you, specially, and above all things, never to give stroke, if these
our letters may come in time to your hands, as we doubt not but
they shall, unless you shall, with due advertisement, think your-
self to have great and notable advantage for the same : but rather,
in case you shall think the rebels over-strong for you, or if you
shall judge any of the company of our said Cousin of Shrewsbury
to be evil-willing, froward, if you shall think requisite, to retire
yourself to the passages of Nottingham and Newark, and by
good means to persuade our said Cousin of Shrewsbury to do
die semblable; and there according to your device strongly to
fortify the same, till, with our Army Royal, which we do put in
areadiness, we shall repair unto you; and so, with God's help,
be able to bear down the traitors before us; having ever more
regard for the defence of us and of your natural country, than
to any dishonour that might be spoken of such retirement; which,
in the end, shall prove a great deal more honourable, than with
a little hasty forwardness to jeopardy both our honour and your
lives.   For we assure you, we would neither adventure you, our
Cousin of Norfolk, our Cousin of Shrewsbury, nor our other
Cousins there with you, or our good and true subjects with the
same, in such perilous sort, as there should be but a likelihood of
wilful casting of any of you specially away, for all the land and
dominion that we have on that side Trent,   And therefore eft-
soons we require you, now you be there together, as we think,
to weigh things in such wise, and with such circumspection of
all parts, that you may preserve yourselves and our people, with-
out adventuring any further than manhood and courage, directed
by wisdom, would require; and then shall you preserve ever our
honour, and do good service to your own natural country.   Now
concerning your promises to be made to the rebels for the stay
of them till your forces shall be come, and joined with the others;
albeit we certainly know that you will pretermit none occasion
wherein by policy or otherwise you may damage our enemies,
-yet we doubt not again but in all your proceedings you will have
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